DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 400 155 



RC 020 751 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 

PUB DATE 
NOTE 

PUB TYPE 



EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Anderson, Terry 

Distance Education Delivery Networks: Role in 
Community and Institutional Development, 

92 

19p,; In: Distance Education and Sustainable 
Community Development; see RC 020 746, 

Reports ~ Descriptive (141) — Speeches/Conference 
Papers (150) 

MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage, 

Change Agents; Community Centers; Community 
Development ; ’'Community Educat i on ; ’'Di stance 
Education; '^Extension Education; Foreign Countries; 
Higher Education; ’^Information Networks; 
Institutional Cooperation; Linking Agents ; Role of 
Education; Rural Education; Secondary Education; 
’'Teleconferencing 
’"^Ontario (North) 



ABSTRACT 

Contact North is a provincially funded distance 
education network designed to increase access to educational 
opportunities for residents of northern Ontario, Canada, Educational 
needs of this region include basic education and skills, management 
education for Native communities assuming self-government, and skills 
and access to communication and information tools that promote 
community empowerment and self-development. At one level. Contact 
North operates as an electronically based delivery system for credit 
and noncredit programming from northern universities, colleges, and 
secondary schools. Each of 34 community access sites is equipped for 
teleconferencing and various other modes of delivery. Contact North 
stimulates and assists educational institutions to add distance 
education to their traditional delivery models through initiatives 
such as a fund that supports program development and collaborative 
projects; professional distance education consultants who act as 
liaisons with secondary schools, postsecondary institutions, and 
French and Native communities; development of feedback loops between 
institutional providers and communities; and support for research and 
information dissemination. At the community level. Contact North acts 
as a change agent to facilitate course delivery and nurture a 
learning culture by establishing community facilities to serve as 
access sites and learning centers, by training local site 
coordinators, by providing information and library services to 
students, by supporting development of interactive technologies, and 
by promoting distance programming , Appendix lists 12 research studies 
and conferences supported by Contact North, (SV) 
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